HOMEWORK POLICY 

ARATULA STATE SCHOOL 2012

Homework is an important part of the school curriculum.  Education Queensland supports homework and has developed a sliding scale of how much homework students in various year levels should expect.  Aratula State School is a homework school.  We believe that the homework provided by the school is the minimum amount of work that students should do outside of hours.  We also believe that the amount of homework provided and the timelines for completion are reasonable.

Homework consists of:

1. Spelling words/sight words/sounds

2. Reading

3. 2 pages of Homework Contract Book

4. Assignments (when set).

Homework will be distributed on a Monday.  The Homework Contract Book is due to be completed by and handed in on a Friday.  The Homework Contract Book WILL NOT be marked each day.  If students have questions about the homework from the night before, they are welcome to ask for help at the allocated time – last 10 minutes of the day.  Students who return completed homework on a Friday will be given a stamp on our homework chart.  Homework will be marked on Friday so that students can monitor their success when the books are returned on Monday.

Reading – Each student will be provided with a Reading Diary.  These are fairly self explanatory.  The date and title of the book being read will be inserted in the diary and students are required to rate the reading completed that evening.  Parents are encouraged to listen to their children read every night or for younger students read to them.  These reading diaries will be bought to school EVERY DAY so that reading books can be changed over.  Students who read each night will be given a stamp on our homework chart.

Spelling/sight words/sounds – depending on the year level of the child, they will either have spelling, sounds and/or sight words to learn each week.  For students who have spelling words, there will be a pre-test on a Monday and a post-test on a Friday.  Sight words and sounds will be tested on an ongoing basis.  Spelling homework will not be marked each day.  It will be handed in on Friday.  Students who improve their spelling from the pre-test will be given a stamp on our spelling poster.

At the end of the term, prizes and awards will be handed out to those students who have completed their homework to the highest standard.  Last year we had several students who had a perfect or near perfect homework submission record.  If students are absent from school on the day of submission of homework, they have until the next school day they attend to hand in their homework for credit towards the homework awards.

In the past, students on bus duty have received help to complete their homework while awaiting the bus.  This year, we will not be in a position to provide this formal type of assistance.  Staff who are rostered on to bus duty, will have a range of other duties to perform during their supervision of students.  Having said this, no staff member will turn away a question but if it is clear that more than a minor clarification is required, the child will be referred to the homework question time at the end of each day provided by the class teacher.  Students who are waiting for the bus will, notwithstanding the above,  be encouraged to do their homework.

This year, parents are being asked to opt in or out of the homework policy.  If you opt in to the policy you are agreeing to the procedures as set out above – Homework sent home Monday, due Friday; reading books every day and written in the diary; spelling/sight words/sounds. 

You are opting out of homework if you wish to vary the above policy IN ANY WAY.  For example, only 1 page per week, not learning spelling, not reading every night, doing the reading but not the book, different submission dates.  If you opt out of homework, we will still provide a homework contract book, reading diary and spelling/sight words/sounds HOWEVER your child will not receive credit on the homework awards chart nor will we be in a position to mark homework for your child.  

Please sign and return the attached confirmation sheet to indicate whether you are opting in or out of the homework policy for 2012.

I, _____________________________________________________________________________

(insert your name), hereby:

1. Opt in

2. Opt out

(please circle your choice)

Of the 2012 Aratula State School Homework Policy for my child/children __________________________________________________________________________

(insert names)

By opting in, I understand that I agree to the procedure set out in the attached information sheet and will use my best endeavours to ensure that my child completes homework in accordance with the policy.

By opting out, I understand that my child will not be eligible for homework awards, homework (if completed) may not be marked and that I do so notwithstanding that Aratula State School is a homework school.

_________________________________________                        ___________________________

Signature






Date

